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A S the proſecution of this unhappy criminal, who has now: 
paid the forfeiture due to his country, for infringing its 
laws, did not proceed from any private reſentment ; ſo neither has 
paſſion or intereſt any ſhare in dictating this publication. It was 
apprehended that a full expoſure of this very complicated ſcene of 
iniguity, in its juft colours, might be not only uſeful, but was in- 
deed in ſome meaſure neceſſary, both as a caution to the honeft but 
unſuſpicious trader, and as a terror to future offenders. 

To this purpoſe, it 1s here intended to lay before the Reader, all 
the proceedings had under this commiſſion of bankruptcy, both in 
law and equity, in the order in which they reſpectively occurred, 
without any exaggeration or extenuation : the one might be deemed 
4 fort of unrelenting cruelty, the other would be injuſtice to the 


Public. 


The truly reſpeftable character of a Merchant, and the very 
uſeful one of a Broker, have, in this inſtance, been proſtituted to the 
worſt purpoſes. By uſurping the title of the former, Perrott con- 
trived to obtain the poſſeſſion of goods to an almoſt incredible value, 
and by the intermediacy of a perſon who ated iu the capacity of the 
latter, means were found toconvert fuch goods into ready-money, with 
the manifeſt view of defrauding his creditors. N 

It may indeed happen that upon ſome very extraordinary emer- 
gence, a Tradeſman may be induced to ſell a few goods for no profit, 
or perhaps at a ſmall hſs : but when a man, in a large courſe of deat- 
ings, makes it his common practice to get into his hands a variety 
of commodities of great value, and immediately diſpaſes of the ſame, 
at a very conſiderable diſcount, which was the caſe here, it cannot 
be preſumed that ſuch a man ever intended to make a juſt retribution 


for the goods he had fo obtained. 


A trade of this kind ought by all means to be diſcouraged; for 
however a few individuals may avail themſebves of it, nothing can 


be more deſtructive to the general intereſt of commerce. When goods 
are 


* 


— — — — — — —— 
are offered to ſale confiderably under the market price, or under their 
intrinfic value, and this frequently repeated by the ſame perſon, 


ſome caution is ſurely neceſſary on the part of the buyer ; particularly 


the character of the ſeller ſhould be enquired into, whether ſuch ſeller 
be the principal or an agent, and more eſpecially if the latter. 

It is well known that, according to law, no perſon can act in the 
city of London as a Broker, without being firſt ſworn to the faithful 
diſcharge of the truſts to be repoſed in him, and regularly admitted 


by the court of Aldermen; and that every perſon who preſumes to att 


an that capacity, without ſuch previous qualiſications, incurs conſide- 
rable penalties. Perhaps a ſtricter attention to the laws in this re- 
ect, anda reſolution to buy of no Brokers, except ſuch-as are duly 
qualified, might contribute to put a ſtop to this pernicious method of 


dealing. 


With regard to Perrott's particular agent, it is probable that he 


might be a flranger to his employer's fradulent defign, ſeeing he de- 
clares he did not know the value of the goods he diſpoſed of ; but he 


cannot be vindicated for acting in a capacity for which -he was not 


properly qualified, though in other reſpects he might be an honeſt 
man. 8 REY | | 
Future bankrupts may from theſe proceedings be convinced of the 
fallacy of” that dangerous opinion, which ſuppoſes the commiſſioners 
are obliged to recerve for true whatever the bankrupt ſhall 
pleaſe to fwwear at his final examination, and that they . afterwards 
have no power of commitment; this doctrine in the preſent caſe, 
after a ſolemn hearing, having been judicially contradifted. = 
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AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE 
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PROCEEDINGS, &. 


. FOHN PER RO 77, ſtyling himſelf 


= a Merchant, after having been for ſome years in 


LY 


yy 


: 


M trade upon Ludgate- Hill, thought fit on the 
Wi 17th of January 1760, to cauſe his creditors to 
„ be ſummoned together at the Half. Moon tavern 
5, BE in Cheap/ide: then and there he acquainted them 
with his inability to pay the whole of what he owed ; referred 
himſelf entirely to their pleaſure, and promiſed to acquieſce in 
all ſuch meaſures, as they ſhould think moſt proper to purſue for 
their own benefit and ſecurity. | 
So plauſible a method of proceeding, gave ſeveral of the credi- 
tors no unfavourable opinion of Mr. Perrott's candour, or of the 
honeſty of his intentions; nevertheleſs, it was at this meeting 
reſolved, that a commiſſion of bankruptcy ſhould be ſued out, and 
accordingly ſuch commiſſion was awarded and iſſued on the 19th 
of the ſaid inſtant January. On the ſame day the commiſſion was 
opened by the major part of the commiſſioners, for that purpoſe 
appointed; and Perrott was, upon ſatisfactory evidence, found and 
declared a bankrupt, and ſurrendered himſelf as ſuch. — Notice 
of this commiſſion was given in the Gazette of the 22d day of 
January: And the 26th of the fame month, the 4th day of Fe- 
bruary, and the 4th day of March reſpectively following, were 
appointed for the bankrupt to appear, and at the laſt meeting to 


finiſh his examination, touching the diſcloſure and diſcovery of 
his eſtate and effects. 


B On 
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(2) 
on the 26th day of Fanuary, the commiſſioners met agreeable 
to the aforeſaid notice; the bankrupt did not appear: but at 
their ſecond fitting, on the 4th of February, he was preſent ; ; 
and being ſworn and examined, declared upon oath, that he was 
not then, te prepaicd to make a full diſcloſure and diſcovery of 


« his effects, but prayed time for the doing thereof,” which was 


granted. —At the fame time aſſignees were choſon. 

At this meeting appeared one Mr. Edward Whitton, of 
Northampton, in order to prove a debt of 410ool. when the bank- 
rupt inſiſted, that he had never received any juſt or valuable con- 
ſideration for ſuch claim, more than to the amount of 1500l. or 
1800l. and that the ſurplus ſo demanded, was accumulated by 
uſury and extortion ; for that the ſaid Mr. J/hitton, not only 
charged at the rate of ten per Cent. intereſt upon the monies 
originally lent and advanced, but that he had alſo charged in- 
tereſt upon intereſt at the ſame rate, —This matter will be turther 
explained in the ſequel. 

An alarming deficiency being found in the bubkrupes ac- 
counts by the aſſignees, upon their inſpecting his affairs, 
and ſome reaſonable doubts of his integrity ariſing, it was 


deemed highly neceſſary that he ſhould be examined as ſoon as 


conveniently could be : accordingly, upon application made for 


that purpoſe, a meeting of the major part of the commiſſioners, 


was held at the Haf- Moon tavern, in Cheap/ede, on the 26th 


day of February, 1760, when the bankrupt being examined upon 
oath, depoſed as follows : 


© ToHN PERROTT, = Ludgate- Hill, London, merchant, the 
«« perſon againſt whom the commiſſion of bankruptcy now in pro- 
« ſecution, is awarded and jiſſued, being ſworn and examined, — 
c upon his oath ſaith, — That about the middle of the year 1747, 
« he began to trade for himſelf, with a capital of about one 
&« thouſand pounds, — That he firſt began trade in the felling of 
cc foreign white lace, but then kept no ſhop ; that after he had 
« been in trade about one year and half, he kept a warehouſe in 


&« Blowbladder-Street, and ſtaid there about 7wwo years and Half. 


* and from thence removed to Ludgate-Hill, where he has con- 


« tinued ever fince—Saith, that he did not, when he firſt began 
« trade, keep any books of account of goods ſold, except ſome 
| « memorandum 
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&© memorandum books, which he believes are now in his houte 
« on Ludgate-Hil/.—Says, that when he came to live on Ludgate- 
« Hill, he began to keep regular 4994s of account, in which 
« were made entries of all goods bought and ſold, by this examinant 
«* upon credit, and of all other tranſactions relating to his trade 


and dealings, except ſuch goods as were bought or ſold for ready 


* money; and ſays, ſuch books were in this examinant's dwelling 
« houſe upon Ludgate-Hill, at the time of the meſſenger under 
« this commiſſion taking poſſeſſion, of this examinant's eftets.— 
« Says, that he kept ſuch regular books of account of goods bought 
« and fold by this examinant, except as aforeſaid, from the time 
ehe came to live at Ludgate- Hill, to the preſent time. — Says, that 
„ ſo long as he fold goods por credit, he regularly entered the 
« ſame in a book, called a journal, which journal goes down to 
e December 1758; and that he has from that time chiefly dealt 
« for ready money ; but that an account of ſuch goods as have 
« been ſince fold upon credit, hath been entered in his book, entitled, 
« a lcdger.—Says, he never caſt up an account of his affairs ſince he 
& was int trade. Says he cannot tell for whatſum he dealt annually, 
« but believes he returned about one thouſand five hundred, or tod 
e thouſand pounds annually, from the time he came to live on Lud- 
« gate-Hill, till the year 1759, in which year he returned about 
« ten thouſand pounds. — Says, that from the time he came to live 
« on Ludgate-Hill, to the year 1758 incluſive, he fold his goods 
in general for profit; and that fince the year 1758, he has 
bought goods of ſundry perſons upon credit, and for ready-money, 
« to the amount of about 7wen7y thouſand pounds, —Says that the 
e oreateſt part of ſuch goods have been fold by himſelf, and by one 
„HENRY THOMSON, for this examinant, for ready-money.— 
« Says, he ordered Mr. Thompſon to ſell them for ffteen pounds or 
« twenty pounds in a hundred pounds, under prime-coſt.—Says, the 
te reaſon he gave ſuch orders, was, becauſe he was neceſſitated for 
« money to pay the bills drawn upon him —Says, atter the goods 
« were fold, the ſaid Henry Thompſon gave an account to this 
« examinant of the goods ſold for him upon i of paper, which 
ce this examinant from time to time deſtroyed. Says, he never kept 
« any ſhop or warehouſe, in any other place than as aforeſaid. — 


« Says, about four or five years ago, he hired ahoule in Hide-Strect, 
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% near Bloomſbury-Square, by one * * * Smith/qan, a Broker, 
% who lived in Devonſbire-freet, for three years certain, at 3ol. a 


«« year; that ſuch leaſe was made to the ſaid Smithſon ; but from 
*« whom this examinant cannot recollect, becauſe he never paid the 
* rent to any one but Smithſon. Says, he furniſhed the ſaid 
* houſe ; which coſt him about 120l. or 13ol. Says, he took 
it for a lady. Says, he lived there about one year and an 
* half, and then quitted it and fold the furniture. Says, 
* he has not fince had any other houſe or lodgings at the other 
* end of the town, or elſewhere, nor paid for the /odgings of any 


e other perſon. 


«JOHN PERROTT. 


An examination, exhibiting ſuch ſtrong proofs of the depo- 
nent's miſconduct, was not likely to extenuate the juſtly precon- 
ceived ſuſpicions of his creditors : according to this account, the 
deponent appears to have returned, one year with another, 1 500, 
or 20001. a year; that, for ſome years, he kept books of account “, 
and that till the year 1759, he diſpoſed of his goods for profit. 

Theſe facts ſeem, in general, to be true. Perrott, till within 
a little time of his bankruptcy, had been remarkably punctual in 
his payments; and thereby had ſo well eſtabliſhed himſelf in the 
po opinion of the public, that he was refuſed no credit which 

e had occaſion to aſk. 

It is more than probable, from ſome circumſtances which 
will hereafter appear, that in the beginning of the year 1758, 
or ſooner, the Bankrupt meditated the ſcheme, of abuſing 
the confidence repoſed in him: ſeeing, though hitherto his 
annual dealings had not amounted to more than the ſums 
above ſpecified; in the year 1759, he contracted for goods 
of different ſorts to the value of about 30, oool. and 
actually obtained poſſeſſion of goods, to the amount of near 


25, oool. + From this time, it is not pretended that any regular 


accounts 


—— 
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* Ihe truth really is, that from the time Perrott came to live upon Ludgate-Hill, 
which was in the year 1752, he did keep books of account with tolerable regula- 
rity till 1757 ; at the concluſion of which year, his books appeared in ſome con- 

fuſion, and at the end of the ſucceeding year, were in total diſorder. 
+ Part of the goods he had contracted for, were not ſent, and ſeveral parcels. 


were ſtopt on the road, or on board ſhip. 
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(s) 
accounts were kept ; and it is admitted that the diſpoſal of theſe 
goods was left to a Broker, with permifion to ſell them at 


fifteen or twenty per Cent. under prime colt. And it will here- 


after appear that this Broker fold goods to the value of 12, oool. 
or thereabouts : and what is ſtill more extraordinary, there are 
no traces of accounts kept between the principal and the Broker, 
in the courſe of theſe large tranſactions, except what is alledged 
by both of them, that memorandums of their dealings were made 
upon looſe pieces of paper, but that ſuch papers were deſtroyed. — 
Indeed, if till the year 1758, Perrott fold his goods for profit, 
his circumſtances could not be ſuch, as would oblige him to ſell 
in the year following, at ſo great a loſs; and the deſtruction of 
the papers, relative to the tranſactions between him and his 
Broker, carries with it an appearance pregnant of fraud. 


The confeſſed tranſactions between the Bankrupt and Henry 
Thompſen, were judged a very ſufficient reaſon for ſummoning the 
latter before the Commiſſioners, on the iſt of March following, 
when he appeared, and depoſed as follows : | 


«© HENRY THOMSON, of Cheapfide, London, Merchant, 
% lodger at the houſe of Sans and Thornborough, at the Indian 
Queen, upon oath ſaith ; That he firſt became acquainted with 
« Mr. Perrott, the bankrupt, about five years ago, and that he 
te then lived in Bury-/treet, and there received a letter from 
« Mr. Perrott, purporting that he, this examinant, had 
ce been recommended to him as a perſon capable of ſerving 
« him, and defired he would call upon him.— Says, he 
« went to him on receiving faid letter, when Mr. Perrott told 
„% him, he wanted him to ſell goods for him, and ſaid he would 
« give him five per Cent. for what goods he fold; but at that time 
4 no goods were delivered to him to ſell. Says, that in a few 
« days after, he called upon Mr. Perrott, and that the firſt goods 
« of any conſequence he ſold for him, were #9 boxes of 
te quarter lawns, which he fold to Mr. Cumberlege, Linnen-Dra- 
&« per, in Newgate-ſtreet, but for what price he knows not; but 
&« ſays he was no judge of ſaid goods. — Says, that during the 7wwo- 
4 firſt years of his acquaintance with Mr. Perrot, he did not ſell 
goods to the amount or value of more than 2001. in each year, — 


Says,, 


(6) THT 

&« Says, that in the year 1757, Mr. Perrott went to Cheſter fair, 
and that this examinant, during his ſtay there, tranſacted his 
*« buſineſs; but during his ſtay at Chefter, did not fell any goods 
* for him by commiſſion, or otherwiſe.—Says, that when Perrott 
« went to Cheſter, he left an account with him, of what moneys 
te were to be paid during his abſence, and money to pay the ſame; 
« but that he kept no account of his tranſactions during that 
« time, except on a half ſheet of paper, which he did deliver to 
& Perrottathis return, but what is become thereof, he knows not. — 
« Says, that the goods he fold in 1757, for Mr. Perrott, did not 
exceed 5 ol. Says, that Mr. Perrott uſually ſent in to this 
te examinant prices of goods in a letter, which prices this exami- 
* nant carried about to different perſons in trade, who came to 
ce this examinant's houſe, and looked at the ſaid goods, and fixed 
« their own prices thereon, with which this examinant acquainted 
« Mr. Perrott; and though the prices fixed by the faid tradeſmen, 
« were ſometimes fifteen pounds, or twenty pounds per Cent. leſs 
« than the price fixed by Mr. Perrott, yet that the faid Perrott 
te ordered him to take the price ſo fixed by ſuch tradeſmen, Which 
this examinant did. That Mr. Perrott often ordered this 
« examinant not fo declare that the goods were his; and gave 
« this examinant directions not 70 ſell the ſame in his name; and 
« that from the time he i dealt with the ſaid Perrott he gave 
« him ſuch orders. That he never made any entries of any 
ce profit he ever got in any dealings with Mr. Perrott.—Says, Mr. 
% Perrott{ſentaPAPER PARCEL to this examinant by his apprentice, 
« Richard Bagley, on Tueſday, after the commiſſion of bankruptcy 
« was iſſued againſt him. Says, the ſaid parcel was ſealed 
« with three ſeals ; that the apprentice told this examinant, that 
« his maſter defired he would tate care of it, and that he locked 
« it up in his bureau. Says, that in a day or two afterwards, 
« he ſaw Perrott, who told him, that he ſaid papers related to 
one Holt of Newport Pagnel, that they contained nothing ma- 
« terial to his creditors, but only ſome private tranſactions between 
e Him and the ſaid Holt. Says, that on Wedne/day the twenty- 
_ * ſeventh day of February laſt, he called upon this examinant be- 
* tween eight and nine o'clock in the evening at his houſe, and 
« aſked this examinant for the ſaid paper, which this examinant 

« deli- 


| v4 

te delivered to him.—Says, he never knew, nor does now know 
« nor hath ever heard, what the ſaid or ork contained. Says, 
« that on Thur/day the 28th day of February laſt, he was in 
« company with Mr. Perrott and his Attorney, one Mr. Donkin ; 
„ when Mr. Perrott told this examinant, that he had been exa- 
« mined before the commmiſſioners in a commiſſion of bank- 
« ruptcy, againſt him, and that he expected, that he, this examinant, 
« would be alſo ſummoned before them to be examined; upon 
„„ which the ſaid Mr. Don{m told this examinant, that he need 
« not attend on the firſt, ſecond, or third ſummons of the com- 
« miſsioners; nor till an order had been obtained from my Lord 
« Keeper; upon which this examinant anſwered, that if he was 
e obliged to attend at all, he would attend upon the firſt ſummons. 

«HENRY THOMPSON: 


The nature of the tranſactions between Perrott and Thompſon, 
is corroborated by this depoſition of the latter: at the ſame time, 
it is neceſſary to advertiſe the reader, to keep in his memory 
the paper parcel ſealed with three ſeals, delivered to Thompſon 
by Perrott's apprentice ; as it was principally owing to the fame 
paper parcel, that this complicated ſcene of iniquity was at laſt 
unravelled. Of this paper parcel it is obſervable, that it was de- 
livered very ſoon after the commiſſion was iſſued, and re-demanded 


the day after Perrott's firſt examination, and very few days before 
that of Thompſon's. 


March 4, 1760. In purſuance vf the notice given in the Ga- 
zelte, the commiſſioners met at Guzildhall, to take the final 
examination of the Bankrupt, when an order from the Lord 
Keeper, for enlarging the time for the Bankrupt's making a final 
diſcloſure and diſcovery of his eſtate and effects for the ſpace of 
forty- ſix days longer, to be computed from the ſaid 4th day of 
March, was ſerved upon the -commiſſioners ; and the com- 
miſſioners, in conſequence of this order, adjourned the taking 
ſuch examination till the 19th day of April next enſuing. 
N. B. This order was obtained /at the petition of the Bankrupt, 
and without the intervention or aſſent of his creditors. | 
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This meeting furniſhed a circumſtance, which afterwards 


proved of no little importance. Mr. Perrott was further exa- 


mined, reſpecting the debt demanded by Mr. Mhitton, upon the 
following interrogatories; to which he gave, upon oath, the an- 
nexed anſwers. | | . 

« 9. Whether he is indebted in any ſum to Edward Whitton, of 
«© Northampton, Gent. A. Tam. 

« ©. Whether Mr: Whitton ever contracted, or propoſed to re- 
% ceive, any greater, or other than legal intereſt for any money 
* advanced to him by the ſaid Mr. VHitton. A. Mr. Whitton 
« did propoſe it. 

« 9. Whether for every ſum of money advanced by Mr. 
% Whitton, he propoſed to have more than legal intereſt: or if 


* nay, for what particular ſum or ſums, if any, he ſo propoſed 


« to have more than legal intereſt ? A. For every ſum of 
« money whatſoever, had of Mr. J/hitton, he propoſed to have 
ten per cent. per annum. | 

« 9. Whether, in conſequence of ſuch propoſal, you [Mr. Per- 
«-rott| paid or allowed to Mr. Mhitton ſuch rate of intereſt for every 
« ſum advanced by him? A. 1 did either pay, or allow in ac- 


* count, 10 per cent. for every ſum advanced to me by him. 


2; Whether he [Perrott] has not, in the courſe of his tranſ- 
actions with Mr. J/:tfton, made up ſeveral accounts for ſums fo 
advanced by Mr. Whitton ? A. TI have. 

« 9. Whether all theſe computations were at the rate of ten 
&© per cent. A. They were. 

«« 9. Whether, at the time of every reſpective loan, Mr. V bit- 
* tcu inſiſted upon ten per cent. as a conſideration for advancing the 
« ſame; and whether he [ Perrott] paid, or allowed in account, af- 
« ter that rate ?!ﬀ! A. Mr. Whitton did fo inſiſt, and J paid, or 
«« allowed in account, after that rate. 

% Whether you made any entries in any book or books of ac- 
«* count of any payment of intereſt made by you to Mr. Whitton ? 
« and if you did, at what rate of intereſt were ſuch entries made ? 
A. I believe I may at different times have entered, in Mr. 
* Whitton's book, payments for intereſt after the rate of four or 


« five per cent. per annum. My reaſon for which was, I was un- 


*'der a neceſſity to do ſo by the order of Mr. Whitton. 
| «9. Whe- 
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« ©. Whether any body was ever preſent when any account 

*« was ſettled between you and Mr. Whitton, and particularly 
ce when made, of intereſt due on any debt due from you to Mr. 
« Whitton ?— A. Whenever any accounts were adjuſted and ſet- 
ce tled between me and Mr. Whzton, and calculations of intereſt 
ce were made thereon, no perſon whatſoever was preſent, except 
« Mr. Robert Pearſon, to the beſt of my remembrance, know- 
« ledge, and belief. 
2, In the calculation of intereſt, who made the computation 
* thereof on the ſeveral ſecurities entered into by you to Mr. 
* Yhitton?——A. The calculations were made by me, by the 
order and directions of Mr. Whitton. 

« ©. Whether Mr. Whitton examined ſuch calculations after 
ce they were ſo made ? A. Mr. Wihitton did. 

«« ©. Whether you think Mr. Mhitton capable of computing 
« the intereſt upon broken ſums of money for any period of time? 
A. As to Mr. Whittor's being capable, I do believe he was ; 
« but, for certainty, I always brought up an intereſt book to cal- 
« culate the fame.” 

From this xamination, who would not apprehend this Mr. 
Whitton to be a very bad man; and that he had taken great, nay 
very unjuſt, advantages of the circumſtances of the bankrupt ? 
much leſs would any one from hence be induced to believe, as 
the truth really is, that to this very Mr. Whitton, Perrott was 
principally indebted for his introduction into trade, for his ſup- 
port in the courſe of it, and for the credit he afterwards ob- 
tained. | 

Nevertheleſs, on a ſubſequent examination before the Commiſ- 
fioners, on the 11th day of March, Perrott ſolemnly confirmed 
his accuſation againſt Mr. J/4itton, to which were oppoſed the 
depoſitions of Mr. James Ex/haw of the city of Dublin, and of 
Mr. Jacob Van Wylick of the city of London, merchants — 
From the depoſition of the former, it appears, that Mr. Perroti 
profeſſed the higheſt degree of friendſhip and regard to Mr. 
Whitton ; that he acknowledged himſelf under great obligation 
to Mr. Whitton, particularly that whenever he wanted money, 
« he could have it from Mr. W/1tton, (if he had it) at Jour per 


C © Cent. 


„ cent. per annum. 


410) Fes 

* cent. per annum intereſt ; but that, in conſideration of the 
obligations he was under to Mr. Jhitton, he paid him five per 
Nor does it appear that Perrott ever com- 

ained of Mr. Wh:ttor's uſury or extortion, till ſuch time as 
this debt was claimed before the Commiſſioners. It is not un- 
worthy of notice, that Mr. Ex/haw, who is a gentleman of un- 
doubted reputation, was ſo far the confeſſed friend of Perrott, 
that, after Mr. Ex/haw's examination, Perrott acknowledged the 
truth of it, by admitting, that there could be 79 exception ta- 
ken againſt any thing advanced by that gentleman. 

By the depoſition of Mr. Yan Wylick, it appears, that this Mr. 
Whitton was a man of conſiderable property; and that after hav- 
ing declined trade himſelf, and being often poſſeſſed of large 
ſums of money, he did not ſcruple to lend the ſame to honeſt in- 
duſtrious tradeſmen ; but that ſo far from exacting exorbitant in- 
tereſt, he was not accuſtomed to take more than four per cent *. 
and with reſpect to Mr. V bitton's capacity in accounts, it appears 
that he was not at all verſed in the calculations of intereſt, in 
caſcs of broken ſums by fractions of time. 

The probable truth of this matter is, at leaſt ſo it was reported, 
that Mr. Whitten being irritated by the failure of Perrott, had 
expreſſed himſelf in angry terms, that he would never ſign the 
bankrupt's certificate; for which reaſon Perrott might think it. 
proper by any means to defeat a demand of ſo much weight, 
and, at the ſame time, he might alſo hope thereby to render him- 
ſelf more acceptable to his other creditors. 
This may perhaps be thought a digreſſion, but excluſive of its 

being a proof that Perrott was inſenſible of the ſacred obligation 
of gratitude; the vindication of an injured reputation, is of no 
leſs conſequence to the public, than the detection of guilt. 

Further information having been received, reſpecting the bank- 
rupt's particular connections, it was thought adviſeable to ſummon 
before the commiſſioners one Mr. Patrick Donelly, a Peruke-ma- 
ker, in Bell- Tard, near Temple-Bar, upon whoſe examina- 

; tion, 


em 
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* 
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* Mr. I hitton's generoſity in lending ſums of money at low intereſt, for the 
mere purpoſe of aſhiting induſtry, was confirmed by other witneſſes. 


——  —— 
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tion, taken on the 14th of March, it appeared that the bankrupt, 
about a fortnight after the iſſuing the commiſſion, ſent to him, 
« two large boxes, one much larger than the other, one hair 
% portmanteau, and a hat-box, with three hats therein.” De- 
nelly further ſays, that Perrott told him, „They contained 
« his wearing apparel ; and deſired him to keep them for him, 
« till he could procure lodgings for himſelf, and at the ſame time 
«« defired this deponent to look out for lodgings for him. — Says, 
ce that he, this deponent, did not look into the ſaid boxes or 
© portmanteau ; and that the largeſt of the ſaid boxes, continued 
*« in this deponent's houſe about a week, when Mr. Perroit 
« fetched the ſame away in a coach, and this deponent went with 
« the John Perrott in the coach to the laſt houſe in a c 
« in 2ueen-Square, Holbourn, where this deponent aſſiſted the 
« ſaid John Perrott, in taking the ſaid box, into the ſaid houſe, 
and that the ſame was left there.—That the name of the per- 
« ſon who kept the ſaid houſe, is Ferne.—And this deponent 
« ſaith, that about two or three days after, this deponent by the 
direction of the ſaid Mr. Perrott, got a porter, who with this 
« deponent, carried the other box, portmanteau, and hat-box, to 
e the houſe of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, and left the fame there.” 

In conſequence of this depoſition, the above-mentioned Mrs. 
Ferne, was ſummoned before the commiſſioners who met for that 
purpoſe, on the 28th of March, at the Haf- Moon Tavern, in 
Cheapfide, and being examined upon oath, then and there de- 
clared, that ſhe had known the bankrupt about #avefve months 
laſt paſt, and that, „He had never put into her hands, or poſ- 
« ſeffion, any Bank notes, caſh, or other effefts whatſoever, be- 
c Jonging to the ſaid bankrupt, and that ſhe doth not know of any 
effects whatſoever, belonging to the ſaid bankrupt.” — This 
lady, however, makes a very conſiderable figure in the ſubſequent 
part of theſe proceedings. | 

At the ſame time Perrott was further examined with reſpe& to 
Mr. Whitton's debt, when he admitted, that in the year 1754, he 
gave directions to one Mr. Matthias Hodg5on, attorney at law, 
*« To fill up a bond from him to Mr. Edward Whitton, for the 
„ ſum of eighteen hundred pounds, which bond was filled up, 
« and executed at his, this deponent's houſe :” but that no con- 

C2 verſation 
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verfation paſſed on this occaſion, between him and Mr. Hodgson, 
relating to the intereſt he was to pay for the faid money. 

Perrott alſo acknowledged, that in the year 1756 or 1757, he 
gave inſtructions in writing to the ſaid Mr. Hodgson, to draw his 
will, which he afterwards executed. —— That in this will, 
*« He gave legacies away to ſundry perſons, to the amount of 
e 2,000l. or thereabouts.” That after he had executed it, he 
ſhewed it to Mr. Whitton, whom he had appointed executor. | 
That at the time he made the above will, be was not worth any 
* thing.” | 
This will was undoubtedly made with a view of further im- 
poſing upon the before- mentioned Mr. Mhitton; ſeeing, in the year 
1758, Perrott wrote to Mr. Whitton, ſtiling him his beſt and deareſt 
friend, acquainting him, that, by his trade, he [ Perrott] made \ 
twenty per cent. and at the fame time told him, that it he would 
ſell out ſtock, though low, he would pay him legal intereſt for 
the ſame, and replace it whenever Mr. Mhitton ſhould think pro- 
per. Mr. Whitton's debt, notwithſtanding Perrott's allegati- 
ons, was after the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into the tranſactions between 

them, allowed by the commiſſioners, and all the creditors were 
perfectly ſatisfied of the legality of the faid debt, and of the me- 
ditated injuſtice of Perrott. 

Perrott, was alſo now further examined, touching his con- 
nections with the before-mentioned Mr. Henry Thompſon. And 
whereas the latter had depoſed, that Perrott, promiſed to give 
him five * per cent. for what goods he fold, Perrott now ſwears 
that he allowed him no more than #wo and a half per cent. com— 

miſſion. And with reſpe& to the paper parcel, ſealed with 
| _ three ſeals, with the cuſtody of which he had intruſted Mr. 
} Thompſon, under the injunction of being very careful of it, and 

which he then declared to relate only to ſome tranſactions between 
himſelf and one Mr. Holt, of Newport-Pagnel ; Perrott now 
ſwears that, The ſaid paper contained nothing but /efters from 
_the fair ſex ;” which he had ſince deſtroyed. 


| | | * 


, — 
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.* See before p. 5. The truth of the matter is, that Perrott did allow for one or 

two of the firſt parcels of goods, ſo fold by Thompſon, after the rate of five per 

cent. but for the reſt no more than two and a half. f 
See above, p. 6. 
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He admits his acquaintance with Mrs. Ferne, but denies 
having depoſited with her any caſh, Bank notes, or other effects, 
except ſome wearing apparel. 
Notwithſtanding the notorious prevarication of the bankrupt, 


in his ſeveral examinations, and the reaſonable ſuſpicion the cre- 


ditors mult entertain of an actual or intended concealment of his 
effects, the creditors continued to treat him with the utmoſt lenity 
and indulgence ; and particularly the aſſignee in whoſe cuſtody 
his books were, offered him free acceſs to them, from time to 
time, the uſe of his houſe, and his own aſſiſtance to adjuſt and 


| ſettle his accounts. Nevertheleſs Perrott either from indolence, 


or, which is more probable, from a conſciouſneſs of guilt, neg- 


; lected theſe favourable offers, nor could he be prevailed upon to 


0 dwelling-houſe of him this examinant, appraiſed and valued at 


take any ſteps towards giving proper ſatisfaction to his creditors, 
till about a week before his laſt examination: at the time ap- 
pointed for which he appeated again before the major part of the 
commiſſioners, met for that purpoſe, when he ſwore to, and 
ſigned the following depoſition ; which it is neceſſary to give 
at length. 


At Guild-Hall, London, Saturday, the 19th V April, 1760. 


« BE IT REMEMBERED, that this 19th day of April, 1760, 
* being the day appointed in purſuance of an order of the Right 
« Honourable the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of Great- 
« Britain, and of notice given in the Londen Gazette, of 
« Tueſday, the fourth day of March laſt, in conſequence thereof, 
«« for John Perrott, of Ludgate-hill, London, merchant, the perſon 
e againſt whom the commiſon of bankruptcy, now in proſe- 
„ cution, is awarded and iſſued, to make a full diſcloſure and 
« diſcovery of his eſtate and effects, and to finiſh his examination 
* under the ſaid commiſſion, the ſaid Fohn Perrott accordingly 
« appeared before the major part of the commiſſioners named in 
« the ſaid commiſſion, and being ſworn and examined by them 
« the ſaid commiſſioners, upon his oath, faith, That the 
« plate, china, linen, and other houſhold furniture of him the 
« ſaid examinant, ſeized by the meſſenger to the commiſſio- 
* n»>rs, acting under the ſaid commiſſion, in and about the 


the 
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er the ſum of 129 J. 35. 94. alſo the ſtock in trade of him the 
« ſaid examinant, ſeized likewiſe by the ſaid meſſenger, in and 
about the warehouſe and premiſes of him this examinant, ap- 
“ praiſed and valued at the ſum of 5,050/. and upwards, but 
„ which coſt him, this examinant, at prime coſt, the ſum of 
*« 6000 /. and upwards, of which plate, china, linen, and other 
% houſhold furniture, as alſo of the ſaid ſtock in trade proper in- 
« yentories have been taken and made, as this examinant believes, 
*« and to which inventories, as to the particulars, or contents of 
« the ſpecific plate, China, linen, and other houſhold furniture, 
4 as allo of the ſaid ſtock in trade, therein mentioned, he, this exa- 
«« minant, craves leave to refer himfelf in the hands, cuſtody, or 
* power of his, this examinant's aſſignees, or one of them, ex- 
« cept ſuch plate, China, linen, and other houſhold goods, as 
s alſo ſuch ſtock in trade as by accident, or overſight, may have 
ce been omitted in the ſaid inventories, or either of them; but 
« yet were in and about the dwelling-houſe, or warchouſe, of 
« him, this examinant, at the time of the ſaid meſſenger's en- 
| te try into, and taking poſſeſſion thereof. Alſo Camoricks in 
| « the Royal Exchange warehouſe, of the value of three thouſand 
| pounds, or thereabouts, whereof no inventory or appraiſement, 
| ve bh been taken or made as this examinant believes. Alſo debts to 
| * the amount of two hundred and eighty pounds and upwards, 
« due to his, this cxaminant's eſtate, entered in the books of 
« him, this examinant, in the hands, cuſtody, and power of 
„ him, this examinant's ſaid aſſignees, or one of them, where- 
« of, for greater certainty, he, this examinant, hath made an 
« abſtract in writing, entitled, SunDRY DEBTORS®, and marked 
« the ſame with the letter [A] The ſeveral particular and ſpe- 
„ cific effects of him, this examinant, mentioned or ſet forth in 
| « the paper, writing, or ſchedule, marked with the let- 
« ter [B] ſubjoined to his, this examinant's examination, 


which 
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* There appeared but few out- ſtanding debts at the time when Perrott became 
a bankrupt, moſt of which were kept on ſcraps, and on a few ſheets of paper, ſewed 
together; the conſtant method of the bankrupt, during the year 1759. The 
reaſon of this practice muſt be obvious to the reader. ; 
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. which paper, writing, or ſchedule, marked with the ſaid letter 
VN [B] he, this examinant, prays may be taken as part of this his 
e [aſt examination, the ſeveral former examinations of him, this 
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« examinant, taken the twenty- ſixth day of February laſt, and 
« ſubſequent thereto, by and before the commiſſioners acting un- 
« der the commiſſion, ſeveral ſettlements of paper and accounts, 
« which he, this examinant, hath lately made with Mr. Maynard, 
« one of his aſſignees, in the hands, cuſtody, and power of the ſaid 
« Mr. Maynard, and endorſed by this examinant, à parcel of goods 
« af Cheſter in diſpute with this examimant's eſtate of the value of 
« 183/. 195. 4d. are and do contain a full and true account, diſclo- 
« ſure, and diſcovery, of ALL his, “this examinant's effects and 
« eſtate, real and perſonal, and how, and in what manner, to whom, 
« and upon what conſideration, and at what time or times, he 
« this examinant hath diſpoſed of, aſſigned, or transferred, any 
« of his goods, wares, merchandizes, money, or other eſtate and 
« effects, and all books, papers, and writings, relating thereun- 
« to; of which he, this examinant, was poſſeſſed, or in, or to 
« which he, this examinant, was any ways intereſted or entitled; 
« or which any perſon or perſons had, or hath, or have had, in 
*« truſt for him, or for his uſe, at any time before or after the iſ- 
« ſuing of the ſaid commiſſion ; or whereby he, this examinant, or 
*« ſuch perſon or perſons, or his or their family or families, may 
have or expect any profit, poſſibility of profit, benefit, or ad- 
« vantage whatſoever : except only ſuch part of this examinant's 


. «« eſtate and effects, as have been really, and bond fide, before 


« fold, or diſpoſed of, in the way of trade and dealings ; and 
e except ſuch ſums of money as have been laid out by him, this 
«« examinant, in the ordinary expence of himſelf and his family; 
„ and that he, this examinant, at the time of this his exami- 
nation, hath delivered up unto the ſaid commiſſioners, by the 
« ſaid commiſſion authorized, or the major part of them, ALL 
*« ſuch part of his, this examinant's, goods, wares, merchan- 
*« dizes, money, eſtate, and effects, and all books, papers, and 
* writings relating thereunto, as at the time of ſuch his exami- 
nation, are in his poſſeſſion, cuſtody, or power, (his neceſſary 

«© wearing 
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«« wearing apparel only —— and that he, this examinant, 
te hath not removed, concealed, or embez2zled, any part of his eſtate, 
ce real or perſonal, or any books of account, papers, or writings, 
relating thereunto, with an intent to defraud his creditors.” 


/ 
JOHN PERKRDO TE. 

« The paper, writing, . or ſchedule, marked with the letter B, 
e mentioned with reference to the laſt examinationof 7% Per- 
* rott, the bankrupt, which he prays may be taken as part thereof! 

* A Poney, which coſt this examinant ten pounds ten ſhillings, 

* A ſmall gold watch, with one gold ſcal, 

* Three motto mourning rings, and a fancy ditto, 

e Two diamond rings, and an horizontal gold watch, pledged 
* at Mr. Rawling's in Long-Acre, for 20l. 

A note or bill of exchange, date not known, for 200l. and 
* upwards, endorſed by Edward II hitton, which was delivered 
* this examinant, to Mr. William Hewitt, one of his aſsignees. 

Two bills of exchange, reſpectively dated the 8th of Auguſt, 
* 1759, drawn by this examinant on Mr. Patrick Donellan, Mer- 
« chant, in Dublin, for the ſeveral ſums of 2851.” gs. 2d. and 
*« 651. 2s. 3d. and accepted by him, payable to this examinant or 
ce order, eight months after date, for value received. 

A pair of ſleeve buttons ſet in gold, 

*« A ſtone ſtock buckle, 

* One guinea in gold, and eight ſhillings in filver, 

* By conſent of Mr. Maynard, one of the aſſignees, and the 
ce reſt of the creditors preſent, the guinea and eight ſhillings, and 
* the three motto mourning rings, ſtone buckle, and ſleeve buttons, 
together with the fancy ring and gold ſeal, were all returned to 
the ſaid John Perrott.“ . | 

This examination inſtead of removing, contributed rather to 
confirmthe ſuſpicions which both the commiſſioners and creditors 
had before, upon very reaſonable grounds, conceived of ſome 
male- practices on the part of the bankrupt ; a very conſiderable 
ſum of money ſtill remained unaccounted for, and this being the 
time appointed for him finally to conclude his examination touch- 
ing the diſcloſure and diſcovery of his effects, the following in- 


terrogatory was propoſed to the bankrupt in writing, and a diſ- 
tinct 
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tinct and poſitive anſwer to the ſame was demanded by the com- 
Oey. 

«© QUESTION.—** As you do admit that you have ſpent the 
« laſt week, previous to this your examination, with Mr. May- 
% nard, one of your aſſignecs to ſettle and adjuſt your accounts 
« and to draw up a true ſtate thereof, to enable you to cloſe ſuch 
« your examination; and do likewiſe admit, that, upon ſuch ſtate 
« thereof, it appears, that after giving you credit for all ſums of 
money paid by you, and making you debtor for all gods fold 
and delivered to you, from your firſt entering into trade to 
« the time of your bankruptcy, it appears that there is a defi- 
« ciency of the ſum of 13,5 13 J. 0s, od. Give a, true and 
« particular account; What is become of the fame, and how, 
« and in what manner you have applied and diſpoſed thereof? 
«© ANSWER.—* That on goods {old this laſt year, I have loſt up- 
« wards of 2000l. and by mournings upwards of 10001. and that 
for nine or ten years, I have, and am ſorry to ſay It, been 
60 extremely extravagant, and ſpent large ſums of money.” 


JOHN PERROTT. 


Conſidering the very extenſive credit Perrott had obtained, in 
the year previous to his bankruptcy, if it be admitted that he fold 
no more than half the goods, which he had ſo got into his hands, 
at „teen or teventy per cent. under their prime coſt, the loſs of 
20001. upon goods ſo ſold, will not appear ſurprizing; neither is 
it improbable that he might be a loſer by mournings. But when 
it is remembered, that this vait credit was obtained only in the /a/t 
year of his trade, that the ſum remaining unaccounted for, was 
too large to be diſſipated by any common courſe of extravagance 
and as he ſwears he never gamed, it is not to be wondered, that ſo 
vague and inconcluſive an anſwer, ſhould not be ſatisfactory to 
the commiſſioners ; nor that, for want of receiving the ſatisfac- 
tion, which they had a right to expect, they ſhould commit the 
Bankrupt to Newgate 3 which was accordingly done the ſame 
evening, by a warrant under the hands and ſeals of the com- 
miſſioners, till he ſhould ſubmit to give a full and tufficient anſwer 
to the queſtion before propoſed. | 

After Perrott had, in conſequence of the ſaid commitment, 
remained in Newgate for about the ſpace of ſix weeks, he gave 

D notice 


8 (18) 
notice to the commiſſioners, that he would ſubmit: to anſwer the 
above-mentioned queſtion ; upon which an order was ſent to the 


Keeper of Newgate to bring him before them, at the Half Moon 


Tavern, in Cheapfide, on the 5th of June, 1760, when the 


ſame queſtion, being again propounded to him, he gave, upon 
oath, the following anſwer. | 

« The manner in which I have diſpoſed and applied the ſaid 
« ſum of thirteen thouſand, five hundred, and thirteen pounds, 
« js as follows. Y OP . 


« Fitting up my warehouſe in Blowbladder-ſtreet, 75 
« and furniſhing the fame FE 
« Rent, and boys wages during my ſtay there 100 O0 o 
Travelling expences during the ſame 100 O 0 
« My own diet for that time I25 © © 
„ Cloaths, hats, wigs, and other wearing neceſſaries 200 O O 
« Fitting up my houſe on Ludgate- Hill 100 © o 
« Furniſhing the fame ——— — 200 © © 
« Houſe-keeping during my ſtay there, with rent, ) _ 
« taxes, and ſervants wages 4 
« Cloaths, hats, wigs, ſhoes, and other wearing 
ce apparel during my ſtay there — 
« Travelling expences during my ſtay oxLud- 
65 gate-Hil : | a | 0 
Horſes and keeping them, ſaddles, bridles and 
« farriers bills during my reſidence on Ludgate- 575 © © 
Hull and Bhowbladder-ſtreet 
© Tayern expences, coffee-houſe expences, and 
places of diverſion during the above time n 
% Expences attending the connection I had with 
the fair ſex { 5500 * 
« Paid Mr. Thompſon for ſelling goods by com- 
« miſſion * _— dh. Sede | 300 © © 
Carried over | 12000 © 0 


— — — 


« Forgave 


—— : 
ü 


* Thompſen, by his own depoſition, appears to have fold, before the year 1758, 
goods to the amount of gog1, there is no account of what he diſpoſed of in that 
Engg year 
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4 „ 


Brought over 5 12000 © © 
« Forgave him a debt, in conſideration of his 
* trouble and time, in relation to getting bills 30 0 © 


* accepted, and ſuch like buſineſs, about — 
« Loſt by goods and mournings 


3000 © © 


— — 


Total 15030 0 0 


. 


«« The aforeſaid account is the moſt particular and exact, 
] can poſſibly give, how fo great a deficiency appears upon 


the ſtate of my accounts, as I never made any entries of my 


* expences in any book, or otherwiſe, in writing, excepting ſome 
few houſhold, and warehouſe expences, entered by my ſervants. 
And the ſaid account, according to the beſt of my knowledge, 
* remembrance, and belief, is true in every particular. And 
] am the better able to be poſitive herein, that ſuch deficiency 
* in my accounts ariſes from my expenſive and extravagant way of 
living, becauſe I have not concealed any part of my eſtate or 
ce effects whatſoever, but have made a full and true diſcloſure and 
% diſcovery thereof in my laſt examination. 


„ JOHN PERROTT. 


A depoſition ſo extraordinary in many circumſtances, conſiſt- 
ing wholly of groſs ſums, and totally unſupported by any vouchers, 
needs no comment: the reader will not be ſurprized, that the 
commiſſioners were diſſatisfied with it, and remanded him to his 
former place of confinement. . 

Some time afterwards the Bankrupt preferred a petition to the 
Lord Keeper, praying to be diſcharged, to which was annexed a 


copy of the laſt depoſition ; but his Lordihip, on hearing the 
D 2 ſaid 


year, but his ſales cannot be preſumed to have greatly exceeded thoſe of the pre- 
ceding years, ſeeing Perrott does not pretend to have then enlarged his annual 
returns in trade. Conſequently Thompſon, after the rate of two and a half per cent. 
brokerage, mult have fold to the amount of 10,000 or 11,0001. in 1759, which 


— 


was the year Perrott contrived to obtain this very extenſive credit. 


„„ ee Al 47, oa > 3 ” 


© "-B 

ſaid depoſition read, thought it fo infamous in all its circum- 

ſtances, that he did not think it neceſſary to order any attendance 
upon it. | 

In conſequence of the reaſonable, nay ſtrong, preſumptions, 


that there muſt be ſome, and a very conſiderable, conceal- 


ment of the bankrupt's eſtate, a reward of twenty per cent. 
was advertiſed frequently in all the public papers, for the diſco- 
very of any of the effects ſo concealed: and in purſuance of ſuch 
advertiſements, the next examinant voluntarily appeared before 
the commiſſioners, on the 2oth day of June, at the Half- Moon 
Tavern, in Cheapfide, when and where ſhe made the following 


depoſition. 


« SARAH REED, of Brick-lane, Spitalfields, in the County of 
e Middleſex, Spinſter, being ſworn and examined, the day and 
« year above- written, upon her oath, ſaith, That the has 
« known one Mrs. Mary Anne Ferne, now of Brunſwick- Row, 
« Dyeen-Square, in the county of Mzrddle/ex, for the ſpace of 
« one year and one quarter, or thereabouts. That when ſhe 
« firſt knew the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, ſhe, this deponent, lived as a 
« ſervant with one Mrs. Grijfths, in Lincoln's-Inn Fields, where 
« the ſaid Mrs. Ferne then lodged. — That after ſhe, this depo- 
« nent had been about nine days with the ſaid Mrs. Griffiths, the 
« ſaid Mrs. Ferne, told this deponent, ſhe wanted a ſervant, and 
te defired this deponent, would live with her in that capacity, 


„which this deponent complied with, and accordingly left the 


« ſervice of the faid Mrs. Gr:7ths, and went with the ſaid Mrs. 
Ferne, to lodge at one Mr. Humphry's, in Hind-Court, Fleet- 
Street, where this deponent continued in the ſervice of the ſaid 


Mrs. Ferne, for about four months. ——— Says, that ſhe 


« went from the ſaid Mr. Humphry's, with the ſaid Mrs. 
e Ferne, to one Mrs. Deighton's, a Millener, in Serle-Street, 
« near Carey-Street, where they ſtaid about two months, 


„ and that ſhe, and the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, went from thence 


« to the houſe of one Mrs. Trower, in Brunſwick-Row, afore- 
&« ſaid, and lived there with her as a ſervant, till the latter 
« end of October laſt ; when the quitted the ſervice of the ſaid 
« Mrs. Ferne. Says, that ſoon after the faid Mrs. Ferne came 
« to lodge at Mrs. Trower's, one Mr. John Perrott, who this 
« deponent believes to be the perſon againſt whom this com- 


«© miſſion 
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miſſion now in proſecution is awarded and iſſued, became ac- 
quainted with the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, and that the ſaid John 
Perrott, ſoon afterwards took the ſaid Mrs. Ferne to Derby, 
and at his return made her a preſent of ten guineas in a purſe, 
as ſhe informed this deponent, and which the verily believes 
to be true. And this deponent further ſaith, that in the 
Month of February, 1760, ſhe went to pay a viſit to the ſaid 
Mrs. Ferne, at- the faid Mrs. Trower's, and was there back- 
wards and forwards for a fortnight. Says, that Mrs. Ferne, 
then informed this deponent, that the ſaid Mr. Perrott, was 
a bankrupt. That one day during the ſaid fortnight, that 
this deponent was with the faid Mrs. Ferne, ſhe, the ſaid Mrs. 
Ferne, was going out, but returned again in a great hurry to 
lock an eſcrutore, and told this deponent, that ſhe muſt lock 
that, becauſe it contained to the value of five hundred pounds, 
which this deponent believes was the property of the ſaid John 
Perrott, becauſe this deponent then verily believed, the ſaid 
Mary Anne Ferne, was not worth five guineas in the world, 
ſhe, this deponent, having ſeveral times pauned the wearing 


e apparel and ſilver ſpoons, of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, to pay the 


rent of her ſaid lodgings. And this deponent, further faith, 
that one CATHERINE BoweN, ſervant to the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, 
informed this deponent, that the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, had given 
to her a PARCEL of PAPERS, which ſhe, told this deponent, ſhe 


believed were Bank notes, and that ſhe defired the ſaid Catherine 


Bowen to hide them, which ſhe ſaid ſhe did behind the pictures 
and glaſſes, in one of the apartments belonging to the ſaid Mrs. 
Ferne.—And ſays, the ſaid Catherine Bowen, informed her, that 
the reaſon why they were ſo hid, was becauſe the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, 
apprehended the aſſignees of the ſaid John Perrott, were com- 
ing to ſearch the lodgings of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne. And ſays, that 
the ſaid Catherine Bowen told her, this deponent, that ſhe had re- 
ceived orders from the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, and the ſaid John Per- 
rott, not to open the doors to any perſon without letting them 
know who it was that knocked. —— And this deponent faith, 
that the ſaid Mrs. Ferne defired this deponent to appear, and give 


an anſwer to any ſummons which might come from the commiſ- 


5 ſioners of the ſaid John Perrott, the bankrupt, fo appear at the 


& gor, 


* 


:: 

door, and give an anſwer, becauſe ſhe, the ſaid Catherine Bowen, 
&« was not ſo proper a perſon, as this deponent, to Too before the 
% commiſſioners, and anſwer ſuch queſtions, as might be aſked by 
ce them. And this deponent further faith, that about a week 
« before the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, and the ſaid John Perrott, were 
% ſummoned to appear before the commiſſioners of the ſaid 
Jahn Perrott, ſhe went up, with the ſaid Catherine Bowen, 
„into the garrets of the apartments of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, 
« when the ſaid Catherine Bowen, took up a cuſhion in a 
« oreat chair in the faid room, and took out a PACKET of 
« PAPERs ſealed up with THREE SEALS, and tied with pack- 
« thread; and the ſaid ſeals were a man's head, which papers the 
« ſaid Catherine Bowen, gave to this deponent, and which ſhe be- 
« lieves were Bank notes; becauſe the ſaid Catherine Bowen, then 
« told this deponent, ſhe ſuſpected they were Bank notes; that the 
« ſaid Catherine, put the ſaid papers under the cuſhion again, 
e and ſhe, and the ſaid Catherine Bowen, came out of the ſaid 
« garret. And this deponent further faith, that Mr. Perrott, 
« and Mis. Ferne, being afterwards ſummoned to appear before 
«© the commiſſioners, Mr. Perrott, when he went, told this de- 
« nent, that if any body came to ſearch for any thing belonging 


« to Mr. Perrott, to ſhew them His apartments, but zt to ſhew 


te them the apartments of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne. Says, that 
« after they were gone, ſhe, this deponent, and Catherine Bowen, 
«« went into the ſaid garret, to look for the above papers, but 
te they were gone. That ſhe and this deponent, went to look 
« for the ſame in the dreſſing- room, through the bed-chamber 
« of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, but the door was /oched, which never 
« uſed to be.” | | 

This depoſition furniſhes ſome things worthy of notice re- 
ſpecting Mrs. Ferne : it ſhews the commencement of her ac- 
quaintance with Perrott, and it ſtrongly implies that ſhe did not 
- at that time abound with money. But the moſt intereſting par- 
ticular, relates to the paper parcel therein-mentioned ; which 
paper parcel ſtrictly correſponds with that entruſted by Perrott, 
to the care of Mr. Thompſon ; in the remarkable circumſtance 


of its being icaled with three ſeals. The manifeſt contradiction 


between the account which Perrot: gave of the contents of this 
paper parcel to Thompſon, and upon a ſubſequent examination 


before 


(23) 
before the commiſſioners, has been already mentioned *; it is to 
be remembered, that at the requeſt of Perrott, this paper parcel 
was returned to him by Thompſon, only two days before he 
[Thompſon] was examined relating to it; and it appears from this 
deponent, that a paper parcel exactly reſembling the former, was 
in the ſpace of, at moſt, three weeks after the re-delivery of it to 
Perrott, found induftriouſly concealed, in a garret belonging to 
Mrs. Ferne, with whom Perrott reſided; and that ſuch papers 
were removed not long before the joint examination of Perro!? 
and Mrs. Ferne. | 

Theſe circumſtances taken together, will hardly leave any room 
to doubt but the paper parcel found in Mrs. Ferne's garret, was 
the ſame with that referred to by Thompſon; and if to theſe are 
added, the cautions given by Perrott, reſipecting any ſearch which 
might be made during his attendance upon the commiſſioners, 
and the unaccuſtomed locking up Mrs. Ferne's dreſting-room, 
upon the fame occaſion, there mult appear the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
believe that the contents of this paper parcel contitted of bills, 
bonds, Bank notes, or other things of very conſiderable value. 

This examination of Sarah Reed, occaſioned Catherine Bowen 
to be ſummoned before the commiſſioners, who made the follow- 


ing depoſition. 


At the Half Moon Tavern, in Cheapfide, 27 Tune, 1760. 

C CATHERINE BOWEN, ſervant to MARY ANNE FERNE, 

« lodging at Mrs. Trower's, of Brunſiwicꝶ- row, near Queen- 
* ſquare, in the county of Middleſex, being ſworn and examined 
the day and year above written, upon her oath ſaith, That ſhe 
came ro live with Mrs, Ferne a few days before Chriſtmas laſt, 
© and has continued with her ever fince. Says, when ſhe 
* came to live with Mrs. Ferne, Mr. John Perrott, the bankrupt, 
«© came there to and fro, and that about a month or ſix weeks 
ce afterward, he came to lodge with Mrs. Ferne, and lodged there 
till the Ze of his being committed to priſon by the commiſſioners 
„% under a commiſſion of bankruptcy againſt him. Says, that 
| a ICE: 
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&« Mrs. Ferne never gave to her, this deponent, any parcel of 
« papers whatſoever, with orders for her to hide them; nor did 
« ſhe, this deponent, ever declare to any other perſon or perſons 
« whatſoever, that ſhe had ever received from the ſaid Mrs. Ferne 
« or from any other perſon whatſoever, papers for that purpoſe. 
cc Says, ſhe received orders from Mrs. Ferne, not to open the 
doors of her apartments to any perſon who ſhould knock thereat, 
« without firſt acquainting her thereof; and ſays, that ſuch 
orders were not given till after Mr. Perrott came to lodge there. 
Says, that ſome time after Mr. Perrott came to lodge at 
Mrs. Ferne's, ſhe was one day bruſhing a chair in the garret 
where this deponent lodged, and under a cuſhion found a paper 
e parce], ſealed with three ſeals, which this deponent put there 
* again, and went down ſtairs; and ſays, that no perſon was 
te then with, her in the ſaid garret. Says, that ſhe did not 
* then look upon the ſaid paper parcel as any thing of conſe- 
e quence. Says, that about a week after the had diſcovered 
* the ſaid paper parcel, one Sarah Reed, who had ſome time be- 
e fore been ſervant to Mrs. Ferne, found out the ſaid paper parcel, 
but how, or by what means, this deponent cannot ſay. 
5 Saith, ſhe believes, that ſome time afterwards, ſhe, and the ſaid 
« Sarah Reed, went up into the garrct to look for the ſaid paper 
< parcel, but finding the fame gone, they went through the bed- 
Chamber of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, to look for the fame in the 
e drefling-room of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, but found the door of the 
&« ſame locbed. Says, ſhe has been informed that the ſaid Mr. 
« Perrott had chambers in the Temple, and believes, that ſuch 
information was given her by Mrs. Ferne.“ 

But as this teſtimony appeared, on the part of the deponent, to 
be given with great reluctance, it was thought proper to examine 
her more ſtrictly ; and accordingly the following queſtions were 
propounded to her, to which ſhe gave the ſubjoined anſwers. 

 QuEesT1oN. © Whether at any time, after Mr. Perrott came 
* to lodge with Mr? Ferne, ſhe, this deponent, had any, and 
«« what converſation and diſcourſe, with Sara Reed, or any other 
«« perſon, and whom, by name, relative to the affairs of John 
« Perrott, the bankrupt, either on account of his refidence 
with the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, or any, and what other account, or 


«© about 


cc 


cc 
cc 
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about his eſtate and effects? If yea, relate the particulars, 
„ fully and at large, according to the beſt of your knowledge, 
remembrance and belief. 
« ANSWER. There have heen converſations between me and Sa- 
« rah Reed, concerning a bundle of papers, found ſealed up in 
« the garret, belonging to Mrs. Ferne's apartments; in which 
« this deponent, and the ſaid Sarah Reed, reſpectively, ſaid to each 
Other, they thought the ſaid bundle contained things of value. — Says, 
« ſhe cannot recollect, nor does ſhe believe, that any other con- 
« verſation ever paſſed between her and the faid Sarah Reed, or 
« between her, this deponent, and any other perſon, or per- 
« ſons, touching any ſuſpicion, of any concealment of any 
« part of the eſtate and effects of the ſaid Fohn Perrot?. — 
« And this deponent further ſaith, that though, when ſhe firit 
found the ſaid bundle of papers above-mentioned, fe then be- 
« ſieved it contained things of value, becauſe they were /o hid; yet 
« ſhe is now convinced it contained nothing but a parcel of franks, 
« becauſe the ſaid Mrs. Ferne ſo informed this deponent; but her 
« ſaid miſtreſs did ot tell her why the ſaid bundle was concealed in 
« the ſaid garret, nor did ſhe then produce to this deponent the 
« {aid bundle, but only produced to her a parcel of %% jranks. 
And this deponent further faith, that ſhe doth not know 
or believe, that any part of the eſtate or effects of the ſaid 
FJobn Perrott, is now concealed in the hands, cuſtody, or 
* poſſeſſion of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, or of any other perſon or per- 
ce {ons whomſoever.“ ; 
2. Did you, or did you not, ſhew to Sarah Reed the ſealed 
packet, which you found concealed under the cuſhion in the 
« oarret, or did you, in any manner, inform her, you had 
found the fame ?——A4. I cannot ſay one way or the other, 

„ Whether did you ever ſee the ſaid ſealed packet in any 
* other of the apartments of the ſaid Mrs. Ferne, or Mr. Perrott. 
A. I never did. 
« 9. How long did the ſaid packet femain hid in the garret 
c after you firſt diſcovered it. A. About a fortnight. 
2. Who took the ſaid packet away; A. I do not know.” 

According to Sarah Reed's depoſition, Mrs. Ferne appears to 
have entertained a very indifferent opinion, either of the inte- 
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intrude herſelf into the ſame room. 


(26) 


grity or underſtanding of the laſt deponent, ſeeing ſhe deſired 


Mrs. Reed to“ give anſwer to any ſummons which might come 
from the commiſſioners—to appear at the door and give an an- 


„ ſwer, becauſe Catherine Bowen was not ſo proper a perſon as 
« Reed, to appear before the ſaid commiſſioners, to anſwer, to 


e ſuch gueſtions as might be aſked by them *. Nor does 
Mrs. Perne ſeem to have altered her ſentiments, in reſpect to 
Catherine Bowen, at the time the latter was ſummoned before 
the commiſſioners ; for Mrs. Ferne was pleaſed to attend at the 
ſame time, and her behaviour on that occaſion was, indeed, very 
extraordinary. Notwithſtanding all the complaiJant and legal re- 
monſtrances of the commiſſioners, ſhe inſiſted upon being preſent 
during the examination of her /ervant ; and when the commiſſi- 
oners, upon Mrs. Ferne's refuſal to leave the room in which they 
then were, thought it adviſeable to retire into another, to take the 
ſaid Catherine Bowen's examination, ſhe endeavoured forcibly to 
Can it be believed, that 
Mrs. Ferne's ſo extreme ſollicitude and impatience, proceeded from 


any other cauſe, than a conſciouſneſs that it was in the power of 


the examinant to ſay ſomething which might be diſagreeable to, 

or inconſiſtent with, the particular intereſt of Perrott or herſelf ? 
The whole tenor of Catherine Bowen's examination, ſhews that 

ſhe was an unwilling witneſs; neverthelefs it fully corroborates 


the teſtimony of Sarah Reed, ſo far as relates to the packet of 


papers : the artful concealment of which, was a very ſufficient 
motive for believing they contained matters of value; though 
Bawen's change of opinion, with reſpect to the ſaid parcel, 
merely upon Mrs. Ferne's negative, and ſeeing a parcel of /oa/e 


 franks implics either a weak credulity, or a too ready acquieſ- 


cence to the dictates of her miſtreſs. 

It is not hereby intended to prejudice the private character of 
this Catherine Bowen ; it ſeems to have been her misfortune, at 
this time, to be connected with bad people, of whoſe real in- 
tentions, ſhe might, probably, be totally ignorant. Her ſteadi- 


neſs and fidelity to the truſt repoſed in her, if it had been ex- 
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erted in a better cauſe, would have merited commendation rather 


than cenſure. 


It ſhould have been before obſerved, . that in conſequence of the 
juſt ſuſpicion conceived of the Bankrupt's iniquity, a meeting of 
the creditors was had, on the 23d day of May, 1760, when the 
aſſignees were duly “ authorized and empowered to apply for 
„ any ſearch warrant or warrants, and to file any bill or bills in 
« equity, and to bring or defend any action or actions at law, as 
« they ſhould be adviſed, would be neceſſary for the diſcovery of any 
« concealment of the ſaid Bankrupt's eſtate and effects.“ And 
they were further «© empowered, to prefer any bill or bills of 
e indi&tment againſt the ſaid Bankrupt, for perjury or otherwiſe, 
or againſt any other perſon or perſons whom it may concern, 
* and to do every other thing that they ſhall think neceſſary, or 
„ be adviſed may be for the benefit of the ſaid bankrup:'s 
cc eſtate.” 5 | : 

Now though the foregoing depoſition of Sarah Reed, ſtrength- 
ened by that of Catherine Bowen, puts it beyond a doubt, not only 
that there was a concealment but alſo, almoſt clearly, points 
out where ſuch effects were depoſited ; yet theſe circumſtances 
were not judged ſufficient for the aſſignees, legally, to avail 
themſelves of the powers with which they were inveſted by the 
creditors; and conſequently no effectual diſcovery was yet made. 

Except an order for making a dividend of fve ſhillings in the 
pound to the creditors, who had proved their debts, on the 
26th day of July, which dividend the aſſignees, were will- 
ing and ready to have paid the tenth day of the preceding month; 
nothing remarkable happened in the courſe of theſe proceedings 
till September following, when Perrott brought an Habeas Cor- 


pus, before Lord Mansfield, in order to be diſcharged. But his 


Lordſhip, after hearing the arguments of council on both ſides, 
and the warrant of commitment read, remanded the Bank- 
rupt to Newgate, until he ſhould anſwer the queſtion before 
propounded to him by the commiſſioners to their ſatisfaction; 
and declared that the commiſſioners warrant was »ight in 
form and ſubſtance, and that they [the commiſſioners] had acted 
wiſely and honeſtly in committing the Bankrupt. Ty 


3 Never- 


Y 


| IF | ( 28 ) | THO 
| Nevertheleſs on the 17th day of December following, Perrott . 
preſented a ſecond petition to the Lord Keeper, in which it was 
10 ſuggeſted, that the petitioner had finiſhed and ſigned his final exa- 
[| mination, as by law he was required to do, previous to the above 
ſpecified queſtion being propounded to him. Whereas the fact truly 
is, that the faid queſtion was put to him, and the anſwer given 
i before he ſigned ſuch his final examination.—It was alſo further 
inſiſted, that the petitioner © having ſworn that he had not con- 
e cealed or ſecreted any part of his effects whatſoever the 
* commiſſioners ought not to have confined or detained him.“ — 
The petitioner, therefore, prays ** to be diſcharged out of his 
* confinement in Newgate, or that ſuch order be made for his 
* diſcharge and examination, as the commiſhoners may lawfully 
require; or that ſuch order be made in the premiſes, as to his 
* Lordſhip ſhall ſeem meet, and that the proceedings under the 
* ſaid Commiſſion be then produced.” On this petition, his 
Lordſhip was pleaſed to order an attendance. 
On the 2oth day of the ſame inſtant, this petition came on, 
when the Lord Keeper ordered the ſame to ſtand over to the 
next day of petitions, and, in the mean time to get a certificate 
of facts from the commiſſioners. 
TFanuary 22, 1761. This petition was heard again by adjourn- 
ment, when his Lordſhip being of opinion, that the legality or ille- 
gality of the commitment was a queſtion of law, he ordered the 
petition to ſtand over to the ſubſequent day of petitions, and that, 
in the interim, Perrott ſhould bring his Habeas Corpus to try the 
validity of the commiſſioners warrant of commitment. 
In Hillary term following, this matter came on by Habeas 
Corpus, before the court of King's Bench ; when the court were 
unanimouſly of opinion, that the commiſiioners warrant was. 
legal, and therefore Perrott was remanded to Newgate. 
March 13. The petition which ſtood adjourned as above, 
was again brought on before the Lord Keeper, and was diſmiſſed, 
his Lordſhip being clearly of the ſame opinion with the court of 
King's Bench. © 
It may perhaps be aſked, what fort of arguments could be urged 
in fayour of a perſon, whoſe every tranſaction, was a further ma- 
nifeſtation of his guilt ? The principal point inſiſted on was, 
| that 
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chat as Perrot. bad delivered in bis laſi examination, and figned 


and ſwore to the ſame, the power of the commiſſioners was at an end, 


and therefore their ſubſcquent commitment iliegal. 


The fatal conſequences of this doctrine to trade in general, 
ſhould it be received, muſt be obvious ; it ſtrikes at the very root 


6 of credit, it eludes the clear mten:ion of the Legiſlature, and it 
* renders quite ineffectual the power of the commiſſioners to commit 


For the bankrupt may defer ap- 


any bankrupt whatſoever. 


pearing till the laſt day appointed by the commiſſioners, and may 
then make a tender of his examination, which it is apprehended 
the commiſſioners cannot refuſe ; and if the commiſſioners are 


obliged to receive whatever the bankrupt ſhall be pleaſed to ſay, or 

ſwear upon that occaſion, whether true or falſe, the greateſt villain 

mult eſcape with impunity. However it is to be feared that 

this opinion has been too prevalent, and a ſolemn and legal con- 
tradiction of it was become the more neceſſary. 

Perrott having been thus defeated in every application to the 

; courts for his liberty, thought of ſubmitting to another examina- 

tion before the commiſſioners ; who, at His requeſ# met accord- 

ingly on the 21ſt day of the ſaid inſtant March, when the fame-. 

_ queſtion being put to him, he gave the following anſwer. 


That about ſix years ago, he, this deponent, became acquaint- 
% ed with one Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, who lately lived 


* « at Weybridge, in the county of Surry; but at the time when 


he firſt became acquainted with her, ſhe lodged at Mr. Ser- 
« geant's, an Exciſe-otticer, in Cold-Bath Fields, in the county 
of Middleſex. Says, that the ſaid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe 
« Taylor, at the time he firſt became acquainted with her, was 
of the age of twenty-five years, or thereabouts ; and as ſhe 


informed this deponent, was the daughter of a Clergyman, 


ſome where in the Ve of England, but where more particu- 
« larly this deponent cannot recollect; fays, that about ren months. 
ago, and ſince this deponent's confinement in Newgate, he was 


informed by Mr. Straw, an Apothecary, in Leaden-Ha!l-Street, 
that the ſaid Sarah Poel, otherwiſe Taylor, was then dead, who 


. 
. 


8 
- "x g 
5 «> : ; 
* 
"©: ZR * 
, 


* told thisdeponent he received ſuch information from her fiſter.—- 


gays, that from the time he became acquainted with the ſaid Sarah 
| | « Powel,, 
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( 30 ) 
«« Pawel, otherwiſe Taylor, to the time of his bein g committed 
c under thiscommiſhon* ; — there continued a familiar intercourſe 


« between them, during which time he, this deponent, cx- 


e pended conſiderable ſums of money. upon her. And this 
„ deponent, faith, that from Chriſtmas 1758, to Chriſtmas 1759, 
he expended upon, or paid, or remitted to the ſaid Sarah 


Poel, otherwiſe Taylor, the ſum of 5, oool. at the times and 
ce in the manner following. — That is to ſay, 


jo 


4. 1. d. 


O © 


% That at Chriſtmas 1758, he, this deponent, ſent) 
« her by the poſi to Weybridge aforeſaid, the ſum of 
te one hundred pounds in Bank bills, that / uch wth 6.4 
e common Bank notes, not poſt bills, nor taken in this dep | 
* nent's own name, nor received by him from his Bankers 
« That in the month of January 1759, he took to the 
* {aid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, at Weybridge 
e aforeſaid, the ſum of five hundred pounds,-which ſun zoo © o 
ce was paid to her at different times in Bank notes and 
cc ca 
9 hat in the month of February following, he gave 
« her at Weybridge aforeſaid, where ſhe then was, as 
* thts deponent believes, as to the place, in Bank notes and Ao o o 
* caſh, but the greateſt part in caſb, the ſum of "ry 
hundred pounds. 
- « That in the month of March following, he carried ) 
« to her at Weybridge aforeſaid, in caſh and Bank notes, 
« the greateſt part in notes, the ſum 27 three hundred | 300 
J 


*« pounds. 
&« That in the month ef April 8 to wit, in 


te the beginning of the ſaid 3 and juſt before ſhe 
ave her in Bank notes and > 700 o © 


« went to Bath, he g 

* caſh, but chiefly in caſh, the ſum 7 ſeven hundred 

* pounds. 

Carried over 2000 0 0 
ö . hat 
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turned, by the poſt, in Bank notes, the ſum of ſix 


% her at Bath aforeſaid, by the poſt, in Bank notes, 


Guy 
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Brought over 2000 0 0 
« That in the month of May following, he ſent to) 
« her at Bath, by the poſt, in Bank bills, the ſum of five 500 O & 
* hundred pounds. 
% That in the month of June following, he ſent to her 
« at Bath aforeſaid, by the poſt, in Bank notes, the ſum d 500 © © 
« of five hundred pounds. } 
« That in the month of July following, be carried 
« to her at Weybridge aforeſaid, to which place ſhe was 
« then returned from Bath, in Bank notes and caſh, the 18 8 
« /um of four hundred pounds. | 
« That in the month of Auguſt following, he ſent to 
« her at Bath aforeſaid, to which place ſhe was then re- 


| 
« hundred Pounds. j 
« That in the month of September following, he 22 
o © 
« the ſum of three hundred pounds Hg 
« That in the month of October following, he ſent to 
e her at Bath aforeſaid, by the poſt, in Bank notes, the 300 0 O 
« ſum of three hundred pounds. 
* That in the month of November following, he bt 
« to her at Bath aforeſaid, by the poſt, in Bank notes, he 200 
« ſum of two hundred pounds. 
% That in the month of December following, be ſent) 
« fo her at Bath aforeſaid, by the poſt, in Bank notes, } 200 o O 
« the Sum of two hundred One J 
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And this deponent further ſays, that he never drew upon his 

« Banker, for any of the ſums above-mentioned, but received 
« them of one Henry Thompſon, ſince deceaſed, who was 
* employed by this deponent to ſell goods for him this depo- 
e, nent“. Says, that no perſon whatſoeyer was preſent at any 
2 cc tims, 
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* See before page 5- 
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time, when he delivered any of the ſaid notes or caſh, to the 


% 


« ſaid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor.—Says, that the ſaid Sarah 
« Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, during part of her reſidence at Bath, 
« lodged at one Miſs Parker's, in the Grove there, and went by the 


% name of Povel; and that during the remainder of her reſidence 
there, ſhe lodged at a Toyman's in the Grove aforeſaid, but the 


name of ſuch Toyman cannot recollect. 
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Says, that he, this 
« deponent, hath not been at Bath, for theſe ſeven 1 laſt 
«© paſt, Says, that the faid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, 


« kept houſe at Bath, during her ſtay there, as this deponent 


<< believes. Says, he does not know whether ſhe kept any 
« carriage during her ſtay there, or not. Says, that ſhe was 
C attended there by a Man-ſervant named John, and by a Maid- 
« ſervant named Nanny, and another Maid-ſervant, but what 


were their reſpective ſir- names, or where they now reſpectively 


« live, or may be heard of, this deponent knows not. Says, 
« that the ſaid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, returned from 
« Bath to Weybridge aforeſaid, about the latter end of January, or 


« beginning of February, in the year 1760, where ſhe died, ſome- 


« time in the month of April following, as this deponent has been 
« informed and believes. Says, that from the time ſhe fo returned 
to Weybridge aforeſaid, to the time of this deponent's commitment 
ce to Newgate, . he never went to ſee her but once, at which 
« time ſhe was extremely i and dying of a conſumption. 


« Says, that the ſaid Sarah Powe!, otherwiſe Taylor, then knew 


« that this deponent was a bankrupt, but never offered 'to 
« return to this deponent any part of the money he had fo given 
« or remitted to her as aforeſaid ; neither did this deponent aſk 
« her what ſhe had done with the ſame, or how ſhe intended to 


diſpoſe of her effects after her death.—Says, he never defired any 
. * nerſon to attend her, in her laſt illneſs, nor does he know who 
did then attend her.—days, that he kept no particular account or 


* memorandum whatſoever of the payments or remittances fo remit- 
c ted to her as aforeſaid; but is enabled to ſpcak thus particularly 
from his memory.—Says, that the reaſon of his making ſuch 
e remittances to her, was = complaints to him by letters, that the 
« places where ſhe reſided were very expenſive; and though this 
«. deponent thought her demands very extrayagant, yet he this 

CE : „ deponent 


« Mr. Mabbs in Smithfield, Mr. Whit 


"008 

ec deponent made her the remittances aforeſaid, in order to enable 
1 her to defray ſuch expences, and not with a view to eſtabliſh a 
& fund for her future ſupport, or wherefrom he could draw any 


advantage. Says, he continued to correſpond with the 


« ſaid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, for the ſpace of fix weeks 
te after her ſecond return from Bath as aforeſaid ;—but faith, that 
&« all the letters, except one or two, which he received from her 
« during this deponent's acquaintance with her, were contained 
« in a paper parcel, mentioned in a former examination of this 
« deponent to be delivered by him to Henry Thompſon, and after- 
« wards redelivered by the faid Henry Thompſon to this deponent. 
And that all /zch letters have been fince burned or deſtroyed by 
« this deponent. ——Saith, that the reaſon for not diſcloſing the 


e tranſactions between him this deponent, and the faid Sarah 


« Pawel, otherwiſe Taylor, before, was becauſe it was her dying re- 
« queſt, that he would not expoſe her to the world. And this depo- 
«« nent /aith, that during the ſaid year 1759, when he made ſuch 
&« remittances, to the ſaid Sarab Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, he 
«© knew he was not worth any thing, and that he was remit- 
&« ting to her bis CREDITOR'S money; and that ſuch remit- 
e tances were not made in hopes. of receiving any reward back 
ce therefrom. Says, he does notknow any perſon who can now 
« give any account of the reality of the above tranſaction, or of 
s any of the above remittances or payments, but believes that her 
« ſaid ſiſters and Mr. Straw, have heard this deponent declare, 
e that the ſaid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, was very ex- 
*« penſive to him, this deponent, and coſt him large ſums of 
* money. -—— And this deponent faith, that the ſaid Herr 

« Thompſon, informed this deponent, that he fold the goods of 
e this deponent, from whence the money ſo paid and remitted to the 
e faid Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, aroſe to the ſeveral per- 
*« ſons following, among others, namely, to Sir Samuel Fludyer, 
in Cheapfide, and Mr. 
&« Pierrepoint, of the ſame place. — Says, that the ſaid Henry 
c Thompſon, kept no particular or ſeparate account of the monies 
* raiſed by him, by the ſale of ſuch goods for the uſe of this 
e deponent as aforeſaid. —Says, that during the jir/t year of his ac- 


* quaintance with the ſaid Sarah Pawel, otherwiſe Taylor, ſhe 


F « might 


(34) _ . 
might coſt him the ſum of one hundred pounds, but cannot re- 
collect any of the particulars thereof. —— Says, that ſhe re- 
* moved from her lodgings in Cold- Bath Frelds, to a little Street, 
«in Weſtminſter, but cannot recollect the name of the Street, or the 
*« perſon with whom ſhe lodged there, though he, this deponent, 
* uſed frequently to viſit her, in ſuch her lodgings, and correſponded 
« with her by letter, for about three months. Says, that be- 
« tween that time and her removing to Weybridge aforeſaid, ſhe 
te refided at ſeveral different places, but cannot tell where, or with 
e whom in particular, neither can he give any particular account 
„% how much he expended upon her in the ſecond, third, and 
* fourth years of their acquaintance, though the ſame familiarity 
« and intercourſe ſubſiſted between them, during all that time, as 
ec in the year 1759.“ FAS | 7 a 


15 


Surely nothing but the higheſt degree of preſumption or infa- 
tuation, could induce a man to expect that the leaſt credit would 
be given to ſo romantic and inconſiſtent a depoſition : it is clear 
that Perrott, was made acquainted with the death of this woman 
ſome weeks before he gave in his examination of the 5th of June, 
1760; why was ſo important an article omitted on that occaſion ? It 
does not appear in the four or five firſt years of Perrott's acquaint- 
ance with her, when ſhe was in health and fpirits, that Lis ex- 
pences upon her, exceeded four or five hundred pounds; and can 
it be believed that in the year when ſhe was dying of a conſump- 
tion, and when he had attached himſelf to another woman, 
Mrs. Ferne] he could be prevailed upon to ſquander away fo 
large a ſum as five thouſand: pounds, upon an object incapable of 
enjoying or affording any pleaſure? But what effectually precludes 
any degree of credit, from the above depoſition, is that it is af- 
firmed by undoubted authority that this Mrs: Powel, did not leave 
money enough to bury her; whereas if ſhe had received the ſeveral 
ſums ſet forth by Perrott, it is reaſonable to conclude, a conſide- 
rable part of the ſaid money muſt have been found after her 

However, Perrott's motive for ſo ſtrange a method of pro- 
ceeding, will be eafily underſtood, when the reader is informed 
that by an account made out by the acting aflignee, of the ſtate 
ef Perrott's affairs, during the laſt thirteen months, immediately 
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preceding his bankruptcy, there appeared a deficiency of about eight. 
thouſand pounds, excluſive of what effects he miglit have by him, 
at the commencement of the ſaid account, at which time Perrott 
acknowledged upon oath, he had ſtock to the amount of four 


thouſand pounds; if from theſe two ſums be deducted three 


tb:uſand pounds, alledged to be loſt by the ſale of goods, and by 
mournings *; the total deficiency in that fingle year amounts to 
about nine thouſand pounds. In order to account for which, 
plauſibly as Perrott might think, it was neceſſary that theſe ex- 
traordinary expences upon Sarah Powel, otherwiſe Taylor, as ſhe 
is here called, ſhould be limited to the ſame period of time. 

The real name of this unhappy woman, was RACHAEL SIMS; 
that of Powel, was aſſumed only after her acquaintance with 
Perrott, becauſe Perrott's linen was marked with a P. and they 
both went by. the ſame name, in a variety of houſes and lodgings, 
both in town and in the country. 

She was the daughter of a Tradeſman at the Devizes, in 
Wiltſhire, and had been in Keeping, as the faſhionable term is, by 
different perſons, but was deſerted at the time of Perrott's meet- 
ing her. She had contracted an habit of drinking, an habit not 
uncommon to ladiesof her profeſſion and diſpoſition, which was. 
the cauſe of her illneſs ; but if her own declarations may be be- 
lieved, ſo far from being very expenſive, ſhe had often reaſon to 
complain of Perrott's parſimony. This information came 
from a perſon long acquainted with her, and of whoſe veracity 
there can be no doubt. | | peu 
But to return—lt cannot be thought ſurprizing that this anſwer 
ſhould not be deemed by the commiſſioners more ſatisfactory than 
either of the former; nor that he was remanded to Newgate. 
Nevertheleſs, he ſcrupled not, upon the merit of this anſwer, to 
bring another Habeas Corpus before the King's-Bench to be diſ- 
charged; but the court thought this laſt anſwer ſo infamous, that 
they ordered him to be remanded. 
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